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the Civil Police and also to assist the Regular troops.
These latter ceased to be dn a field force footing
about April, 1888, and were reduced ; and at the same
time the Military Police Force stood at a strength
of 13,300, which a year or so later was increased to
18,000 men.

They are a force entirely under the Civil Govern-
ment, dressed, drilled, and trained as regulars, but
for political reasons in the matter of arms they are
kept, as one might say, a pace behind, i.e., where
the latter are armed with the latest patterns of rifles,
the Military Police Battalions have Martinis. To
work this large machine officers are lent from the
army to the Civil Government as Commandants and
Assistant Commandants for a term of two to five years
to train and discipline these battalions, while numbers
of Native officers and men are transferred from the
Indian Army to assist in the same purpose. The
particular corps which keep watch and ward over the
Upper Burma borderland are the Chindwyn Military
Police Battalion with headquarters at Monywa, and
detachments far up that river almost to the Hukong
valley ; the Myitkhyina Military Police Battalion with
headquarters at that station on the Irrawadi river in
the extreme north of Burma, with strong detachments
at Sadon and Sima facing that part of the China
border, and which has lately located outposts some
distance up the Nmai-kha river ; the Bhamo Military
Police Battalion with outposts far up the Taping and
Shweli rivers ; the Northern Shan States Military
Police Battalion with headquarters at Lashio and
outposts stretching along the northern border from
the Shweli to the Salween rivers. These outposts
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